75

spoke of this very dissolution of Czechoslovakia  which the Reich
Press is gloatingly proclaiming to-night.

If the fate of Slovakia and Sub-Carpathian Russia now appears
obvious it is more difficult to perceive the Fiihrer's intentions towards
"Czechia.11

According to my information, the Nazi extremists are calling for
nothing less than the annexation of Bohemia and Moravia by the
Reich, which would in return grant these provinces some form of
administrative and cultural autonomy. Others advise the setting up
in Prague of an authoritarian Government whose head would be
General Gajda, Dr. Benes's relentless enemy. Such a Government in
matters of both internal and foreign policy would have to conform
absolutely to the views of Germany.

It is said that at present the Chancellor, having been disappointed
over the results of the Munich Agreement, inclines towards the
extremist plan as he is seeking this time a radical solution.

In any case the Reich Government would demand the complete
disarmament of ''Czechia."

Such appears to be the situation at the present moment when
M. Hacha and M. Beran are about to arrive in Berlin, where they will
be received as representatives of the State of Bohemia and Moravia.

COULONDRE.

No. 67

M. COULONDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, March 15, 1939.

THE German troops will occupy Prague at ten o'clock this morn-
ing. Battalions of parachutists will descend near the town.

M. Hacha, in the presence of M. Chvalkovski, signed during the
course of interviews which he had last night with the Fiihrer, Field-
Marshal Goering and Herr von Ribbentrop a declaration placing the
destinies of Bohemia and Moravia in the hands of the Reich.

The German troops will occupy the whole of the two provinces.
Czech troops are from now onwards confined to their barracks. Field-
Marshal Goering has announced that if there is the slightest attempt
at resistance the Reich Air Force, which is massed around Czecho-
slovakia, will give on Prague a demonstration to show the Czechs
what resistance to Germany would cost them.

Bohemia and Moravia will be simply annexed, as was done in
^:he case of Austria. At the same time a certain measure of political
ind cultural autonomy will be permitted to them. The formula has
lot yet been drawn up. M. Hacha will remain President of Bohemia
.nd Moravia. The Czechs will not become citizens of the Reich but
vill have a status somewhat similar to that of the Jews.

Czechoslovakia will no longer be diplomatically represented in
oreign countries. The German Legation will be provisionally main-